
Rhexia mariana in Region 5 photo by John White 

The Illinois Wildlife Preservation Fund 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Duke has a B.A.A., CPA 
and CISA from ISU; Graduate 
Certification - Environmental 
Risk Assessment from UIS as 
well as EMT-B, SARTECH 1, 
SAR K-9 Handler and SAR 
Evaluator certificates.  She 
works in Special Funds as a 
grant administrator. 
 
Next Week:  
Heritage 
 
@ORC is a weekly publication 
by the IL Department of Natural 
Resources Office of Resource 
Conservation about exciting and 
wonderful things ORC staff are 
doing throughout Illinois. 
 
Tammy Miller, Editor 
tammy.miller@Illinois.gov 
 

On September 17, 1983, the Illinois 
legislature passed the Illinois Non-
Game Wildlife Protection Act and 
established the Non-Game Wildlife 
Conservation Fund. In 1986 this 
fund was renamed the Illinois 
Wildlife Preservation Fund. And in 
1987 the General Assembly 
amended the Non-Game Wildlife 
Protection Act to include native 
plants. The act was again amended 
in 2005 to insure a portion of the 
yearly donations would assist in the 
maintenance of wildlife 
rehabilitation facilities that take care 
of threatened or endangered species. 
 
Wildlife and native plants are an 
integral part of the web of life that 
sustains humans in Illinois. Non-
game species are wild species which 
cannot be legally taken for sport, 
fur, food, or profit.  
 
Non-game wildlife is defined by the 
Non-Game Wildlife Protection Act 
as: "…protected wildlife and 

wildlife of specialized habitats - 
both terrestrial and aquatic types 
and mollusks, crustaceans, and 
other invertebrates under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of 
Natural Resources". The vast 
majority of all rare and endangered 
species such as the magnificent bald 
eagle and the Grass Pink Orchid are 
termed non-game. These species 
and the many other non-game 
species of Illinois thrill the senses 
of quiet observers and enrich all our 
lives. 
 
The General Assembly declared 
that "non-game wildlife have need 
of special protection and that it is in 
the public interest to preserve, 
protect, perpetuate and enhance 
non-game wildlife and native plant 
resources of this State through 
preservation of a satisfactory 
environment and an ecological 
balance." 
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The Act provides a means by which such 
protection may be financed through a voluntary 
check-off designation on State income tax return 
forms. All donations to the fund must be used to 
assist non-game wildlife and native plants in 
Illinois. 
 
Each individual taxpayer required to file a State 
income tax return may contribute to the Illinois 
Wildlife Preservation Fund by stating the amount 
of such contribution (not less than $1) on their 
return. The amount of the donation will be 
deducted from the tax refund (if the taxpayer is 
due a refund) or will be added to the amount of 
tax owed. Other direct donations may also be 
made to the Illinois Wildlife Preservation Fund, 
by sending a check to the Department. 
 
How Contribution Are Used 
Much of the responsibility for ensuring the 
continued existence of these wild species lies 
with the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, Division of Natural Heritage. In turn, 
our ability to truly secure a future for these non-
game species depends on the support and 
involvement of Illinois citizens. 
In the 30+ years of the program, a combined total 
of over 1,200 projects have been funded 
throughout the state with check-off donations 
totaling over $4.7 million. 
 
Wildlife habitat enhancement and research 
initiatives approved for funding by the Illinois 
Wildlife Preservation Fund Advisory Committee 
focus on protecting endangered and threatened 
species and educating Illinois school children 
and citizens about the importance of resource 
conservation. 
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Illinois Wildlife Preservation Fund  
By providing necessary research on specific 
species, completing inventories of flora and 
fauna at certain sites, funding outdoor 
educational programs, and supplying 
management to our declining natural areas, this 
fund is an asset to the present and future 
citizens of the state. 
 
This is accomplished using two funding 
methods, The Large Project Program and the 
Grant Program. The Large Project Program 
encompasses a much larger scope of project 
than the Grant Program. Its funding level 
begins at $2,000 and must have the 
sponsorship of a representative of the Office of 
Resource Conservation. Generally, this 
program is reserved for non-game wildlife 
research projects the DNR determines are 
necessary. 
 
The Grant Program is open to any person who 
would like to submit a proposal for a project 
involving Management, Site Inventory, or 
Educational purposes.  Proposals are generally 
due in the Spring. 
 
Maintenance of Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Facilities That Take Care of Threatened or 
Endangered Species 
This portion of the program is designed to keep 
wildlife rehabilitation facilities that take care of 
threatened or endangered (T & E) species in a 
state of good repair necessary to provide safe 
and sanitary conditions for T & E species being 
cared for in the facility and for facility staff.  

“Owls of Illinois school presentation” by Beal Woods 
SP and the Illinois Raptor Center 



Structural repair and maintenance of existing 
buildings, pens, cages and appurtenant 
facilities used in the diagnosis and treatment of 
injury to or illness of T & E wildlife species, 
and payment of costs for utilities needed to 
assure the soundness of facilities that take care 
of T & E species. 
 
Rehab grants are established at $2,000 or less 
and are limited to those persons who possess a 
current wildlife rehabilitation license/permit 
issued by the Department and who have 
provided care to T & E wildlife species during 
the 3-year period preceding the date of their 
application. 
 
 
 

 

Illinois Wildlife Preservation Fund
Total Amount of Funded Projects by Year

Year

# of  
Large 

Projects Amount Funded

# of 
Small 

Projects Amount Funded

1985 22 $ 19,427.00
1986 7 $ 98,500.00 42 $ 197,887.70
1987 6 $ 28,529.81 29 $ 141,439.21
1988 29 $ 170,324.50
1989 21 $ 120,873.00
1990 9 $ 198,000.00 22 $ 16,221.00
1991 10 $ 116,880.00 25 $ 20,420.07
1992 10 $ 108,600.00 27 $ 22,864.76
1993 13 $ 92,600.00 17 $ 14,831.74
1994 16 $ 174,200.00 22 $ 18,822.67
1995 15 $ 140,550.00 24 $ 20,287.88
1996 8 $ 55,200.00 21 $ 20,205.00
1997 12 $ 146,000.00 22 $ 20,022.20
1998 17 $ 151,250.00 44 $ 39,568.65
1999 12 $ 97,337.00 42 $ 40,015.00
2000 15 $ 100,401.00 43 $ 40,765.00
2001 12 $ 84,186.00 43 $ 40,272.00
2002 7 $ 67,575.20 41 $ 39,722.10
2003 13 $ 99,973.00 42 $ 40,205.15
2004 19 $ 140,608.60 43 $ 40,573.29
2005 16 $ 137,784.56 27 $ 25,992.18
2006 16 $ 152,632.00 29 $ 47,719.00
2007 23 $ 175,280.00 24 $ 41,550.82
2008 14 $ 132,381.00 37 $ 65,075.00
2009 18 $ 154,012.00 27 $ 48,867.00
2010 16 $ 143,282.00 19 $ 33,503.00
2011 15 $ 130,093.14 19 $ 34,686.93
2012 8 $ 113,310.00 20 $ 37,555.00
2013 5 $ 37,480.00 22 $ 42,065.00 *
2014 10 $ 64,700.00 19 $ 35,280.00 *
2015 8 $ 64,129.00 17 $ 31,416.00 *

* In progress

Totals 422 $ 3,516,098.81 809 $ 1,217,833.35

Total Projects  1231  
Total Funding Amount $ 4,733,932.16   

Who Administers these Programs? 
Contributions to the Illinois Wildlife 
Preservation Fund are administered by the 
Director of the Department of Natural 
Resources through the Office of Resource 
Conservation and Division of Natural 
Heritage. The Wildlife Preservation Fund 
Advisory Committee assists the Division of 
Natural Heritage in the development of a 
project recommendation list for the Director. 
 
The Division of Natural Heritage is charged 
with administering approved projects and with 
making technical recommendations to the 
Advisory Committee. These Funds are 
governed by Administrative Rule set forth in 
17 Ill. Adm. Code 3060, a copy of which can 
be found at 
http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/adrules 

“Bring Back the Barn Owl” nesting box installation 
(Marion County) by Illinois Audubon Society. 
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